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While we’re waiting … 

What do each of the below abbreviations stand for?

M 

P

B 

C

A 

method mark awarded for a correct method or partial method

process mark awarded for a correct process as part of a problem solving question

accuracy mark (awarded after a correct method or process; if no method or process is seen 

then full marks for the question are implied but see individual mark schemes for more details) 

NB: An accuracy mark cannot be awarded by itself, all previous marks must be 

awarded as well (may be by implication)

communication mark awarded for a fully correct statement(s) with no contradiction or 

ambiguity

unconditional accuracy mark 
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General marking principles
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General marking principles



6© Pearson Education 2023

oe Or equivalent

cao Correct answer only

ft Follow through (when appropriate as per mark scheme

sc Special case

dep Dependent (on a previous mark)

indep Independent

awrt Answer which rounds to

isw Ignore subsequent working
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Process (P) Marks 

The P mark will work in exactly the same way as the M (method) mark does in our

current mark schemes. We have used a different letter to remind examiners that they

should be looking for alternative processes (and have used this language rather than

method in our mark schemes for AO3 questions). So if a candidate gives a partially

correct solution they will be awarded the appropriate P (process) marks provided the

working they show is a possible route through to the solution. If a solution is fully

correct then full marks will usually be awarded. The exception will be in questions

where candidates are specifically instructed to show working. In these questions, the

correct solution with no working will score no marks.
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Where working is not required 

• The correct answer should be awarded full marks (unless it has clearly been 
obtained from an incorrect method).

• If the answer is not correct, look at the working. Award marks as detailed by 
the mark scheme.
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Where working IS required 

• A correct answer by itself, with no working, will score no marks.

• Go through the working, awarding marks as detailed by the mark scheme.

• In the case of a question requiring proof or where the instruction is ‘Show
that…’ each stage of working must be carefully checked.
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Inverted commas 

• Some numbers in the mark scheme will appear inside inverted commas, eg
“12” × 50 ;

• The number in inverted commas cannot be any number – it must come from a 
correct method or process but the candidate may make an arithmetic error in 
their working. 
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Examiners’ Reports – F P1 
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Examiners’ Reports – F P2 
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Examiners Reports – F P3 



Foundation P1
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F P1 Q11 b/c Student A
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F P1 Q11 b/c Student B
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F P1 Q11 b/c Student C
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F P1 Q14c Student A
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F P1 Q14c Student B
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F P1 Q14c Student C
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F P1 Q24 Student A
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F P1 Q24 Student B
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F P1 Q24 Student C



Higher P1
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H P1 Q18 Student A
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H P1 Q18 Student B
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H P1 Q18 Student C
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H P1 Q24 Student A
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H P1 Q24 Student B
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H P1 Q24 Student C



Foundation P2
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F P2 Q16 Student A
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F P2 Q16 Student B
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F P2 Q16 Student C
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F P2 Q24 Student A
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F P2 Q24 Student B
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F P2 Q24 Student C
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F P2 Q25 Student A
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F P2 Q25 Student B
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F P2 Q25 Student C



Higher P2
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H P2 Q13 Student A
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H P2 Q13 Student B
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H P2 Q13 Student C
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H P2 Q22 Student A
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H P2 Q22 Student B
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H P2 Q22 Student C
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H P2 Q23 Student A
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H P2 Q23 Student B
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H P2 Q23 Student C
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H P2 Q24 Student A
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H P2 Q24 Student B
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H P2 Q24 Student C



Foundation P3
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F P3 Q12 Student A
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F P3 Q12 Student B
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F P3 Q12 Student C
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F P3 Q16 Student A
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F P3 Q16 Student B
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F P3 Q16 Student C
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F P3 Q21 Student A
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F P3 Q21 Student B



63© Pearson Education 2023

F P3 Q21 Student C
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F P3 Q22 Student A
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F P3 Q22 Student B
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F P3 Q22 Student C



Higher P3
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H P3 Q10 Student A
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H P3 Q10 Student B
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H P3 Q10 Student C
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H P3 Q20 Student A
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H P3 Q20 Student B
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Maths Emporium – Practice Papers & more

The Maths Emporium contains a rich source of resources for GCSE Mathematics teachers, including: 

• shadow papers,

• Foundation Tier Themed papers and Higher Tier themed papers with worked solutions,

• practice sets,

• AO3 Bronze, Silver, Gold practice papers

• common question papers,

• 8 mock papers 

• past papers, mark schemes, examiner reports

https://www.mathsemporium.com/category/gcse-mathematics/11-1ma1-linear/04-1ma1-practice-papers-questions/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE_Maths_Foundation_Tier_Themed_and_Topic_Papers_Overview_v2.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE_Maths_Higher_Tier_Themed_and_Topic_Papers_Overview_v1.pdf
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Examiners’ Reports – H P1
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Examiners’ Reports – H P2
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Examiners’ Reports – H P3
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Contact us

Mel Muldowney
mel@justmaths.co.uk

Christian Seager
christian@justmaths.co.uk

mailto:mel@justmaths.co.uk
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